53 (Bull. Brit.Orn.Cl.1984 104(2)] 


Acknonledgements. We thank A. C. Cameron and T. Ngelu for assistance in the field, 
G. R. Cunningham-van Someren of the National Museums of Kenya for suggestions, maps 
and copies of various reports used in the field, and the authorities of the Kenyan Ministry 
of Tourism and Wildlife for collecting permits and for facilitating our field research. Our 
colleagues Dean Amadon and G. Stuart Keith kindly commented on an earlier version of 
this report. The studies reported were under scientific authorization from the Kenyan 
Office of the President. Financial help came from the L. C. Sanford and Ritter-Eisenmann 
funds of the American Museum of Natural History. 


References: 
Chappuis, C. 1981. Supplément Sonore. Illustration sonore de Problémes bioacoustiques 
posés par les Oiseaux de la Zone Ethiopienne. A/auda 49: 35-58. 
Moreau, R. E. & Moreau, W. M. 1937. Biological and other notes on some East African 
Birds. [bis 79: 152-174. 
— 1939. Observations on some East African Birds. /bis 81: 296-323. 
Oatley, T. B. 1968. Observations by W. M. Austen on the breeding Tang of the White- 
eared Barbet, Buccanodon leucotis (Sundevall). Lammergeyer 8: 7-14. 
Short, L. D & Horne, J. F. M. 1979. Vocal display and some interactions of Kenyan 
honeyguides (Indicatoridae) with barbets (Capitonidae). Amer. Mus. Novit. No. 2684. 
— 1980. Vocal and other behaviour of the Green Barbet in Kenya. Ostrich 51: 219-229. 
— 1983. A review of duetting, sociality and speciation in some African barbets. Condor 


85: 323-332. 

van Someren, V. G. L. 1939. Reports on the Coryndon Museum Expedition to the Chyulu 
Hills. II. The Birds of the Chyulu Hills. J. East Afr. and Uganda Nat. Hist. Soc. 14: 
15-129. 

Yates, E. 1975. Notes on a White-eared Barbet. Avicult. Mag. 81: 197-199. 


Address: Dr. L. L. Short, American Museum of Natural History, New York, New York, 
10024, U.S.A.; J. F. M. Horne, National Museums of Kenya, Nairobi, Kenya. 


© British Ornithologists’ Club 1984 


A new downy pteryla in passerine birds 
by V. Y. Llyashenko 


Received 24 October 1983 


Recent treatments of the natal pterylosis of passerine birds in the Neotropics 
(Collins 1963, 1973, Collins & Kemp 1976, Ingels 1979), in Africa (Markus 
1970, 1972) and in Asia (Ilyashenko 1981) have all followed Wetherbee (1957) 
in the terminology and in nearly all cases in the basic pattern of tracts he 
outlined. An additional tract in the cervical region has been reported by 
Collins & Bender (1977). I report here a new downy pteryla found in some 
Palaearctic passerine birds during field studies and when examining material 
in the collection of the Zoology Institute, USSR Academy of Science 
(Leningrad). 

The new downy pteryla is situated at the base of the upper side of the wing 
between the innermost neossoptiles of the alar tract and the lateral margin 
of the humeral tract. These downs are attached to teleoptile feathers of the 
posthumeral tract (Lucas & Stettenheim 1972) (=pteryla caudohumeralis— 
Lucas 1979) and are here considered as posthumeral neossoptiles. These 
neossoptiles are usually represented by a partially oblique row of 3, rarely 2, 
reduced down about 1-2 mm long. They are not found in all individuals of 
a species nor even in all nestlings in the same nest. To date, posthumeral 
neossoptiles have been recorded in the following species: Raven Corvus corax 
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(6 of 6 individuals examined); Carrion Crow Corvus corone (8 of 20); Chough 
Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax (8 of 10); Ashy Minivet Pericrocotus divaricatus (4 of 
6); Citrine Wagtail Motacilla citreola (6 of 39); Forest Wagtail Dedronanthus 
indicus (1 of 1); Godlewski Pipit Anthus godlewskii (4 of 20). 


Although the current evidence indicates that the pattern and length of 
neossoptiles is fully developed at hatching (Wetherbee 1957: 356), in some 
individuals of the Carrion Crow and Chough posthumeral neossoptiles only 
appeared 2 or 3 days after hatching. In some nestlings of the Citrine Wagtail 
these delicate downs were lost in the hatching process and their apparent 
absence in other individuals may similarly be due to early loss. Further 
attention should be given to the neossoptiles of the alar region and the 
possible occurrence of posthumeral neossoptiles in other passerine species. 
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Streaked Weaver Ploceus manyar breeding in Egypt 


by Peter L. Meininger and Uffe Gjol Sorensen 
Received 13 September 1983 


From 4 to 12 May 1983 Dr. Gamil Abdel Mowla Atta (Egyptian Wildlife 
Service) and the authors visited the lakes in the Egyptian Nile Delta (see 
Meininger & Mullié (1981) for a description) to study the local breeding 
birds. On the evening of 9 May 1983, from a dyke beside lake Burullus, 3 km 
south of Baltim (31°31’N, 31°07’E), we saw, heard and photographed from 
close range (down to 4 m) some unfamiliar sparrow-like birds. Based on 
field-notes recorded at that time we were later able to identify the birds as 


